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Well traded!
What started in 1906 as a salt trading company is now a chemicals and plastics distributor with global operations. 
Biesterfeld now sells over 8,000 products, and supplies customers in over 100 countries. The philosophy of the 
family business provides for control of the group of companies by an external management and incorporates a 
forward-looking financial strategy. Biesterfeld Vermögensverwaltung GmbH & Co. KG (BVV) has the function of 
holding the shares in Biesterfeld AG and ensuring stable financing for the family business. The involvement of a 
financial investor in BVV is part of that strategy.

For over fifty years, Biesterfeld AG has been at home in 
Hamburg’s city centre, two minutes from the Inner Als-
ter where the atmosphere is still redolent of honourable 
merchants. Hanseatic understatement characterizes the 
entrance to one of the leading trading houses for che-
micals and plastics with around 50 branches worldwide.

“We invest in our highly qualified staff,” chairman Bir-
ger Kuck says, walking along the corridor past freshly 
renovated offices. “Many of our employees have docto-
rates in chemistry and can advise our customers from 
the pharmaceuticals, cosmetics and plastics processing 
industries in the use of the chemicals and composition 
of the products. We see ourselves as much more than just 
a chemicals trader and distributor, as chemistry now 
plays a key role in industry in the development of new 
materials. We see ourselves as a partner to the develop-
ment departments.” As a result of the interesting work 
and the tradition of the family business, founded over a 
hundred years ago by Wilhelm Ernst Hinrich Biesterfeld, 
the employees feel very much part of the firm. The many 
years of cooperation with first class suppliers worldwide 
and the close ties to customers demonstrate the experi-
ence and know-how of Biesterfeld.

Birger Kuck himself is a Biesterfeld product. The busi-
nessman, rooted in the Hamburg tradition, started his 
career with the company in 1976, initially in internati-

onal chemicals trading. Later, as a director, he expanded 
the plastics distribution business to make it a leading 
supplier throughout Europe. Following a stopover with 
two international businesses, he returned in 2002 to 
press ahead with the strategic realignment of the cor-
porate structure. Since 2004, Christian Wolfsohn has 
been at his side as chief financial officer. “Apart from 
securing our position as the European market leader in 
plastics distribution, we have also expanded our distri-
bution of special chemicals beyond the borders of Euro-
pe. There, we secured a good position by building up the 
eastern European branches at an early stage. At the 
same time, we have also expanded our presence in the 
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fields of industrial and agricultural chemicals and phar-
maceuticals in South East Asia and Central America. 
As a result, we are now a well-respected partner for 
customers and chemicals manufacturers worldwide,” 
Birger Kuck states.

Biesterfeld now concentrates on three core fields of 
business, embodied in independent subsidiaries under 
the umbrella of Biesterfeld AG. Biesterfeld Plastic sells 
technical materials, standard polymers, acrylates and 
rubber. Biesterfeld Spezialchemie provides applications 
consultancy and development services, and also sup-
plies products throughout Europe for a multitude of 
applications in the fields of life sciences (pharmaceuti-
cals, cosmetics and household cleansers), food ingre-
dients, CASE (additives for coatings, adhesives, sealants 
and elastomers) and performance products (construc-
tion chemistry, electronics, automotive and energy). 
Biesterfeld International covers the fields of agricultural 
and industrial chemicals, pharmaceutical raw materials 
and active substances and salt on a global basis. The 
group also includes the service companies Biesterfeld 
ChemLogS GmbH and BIT-SERV GmbH. The new struc-
ture has enabled the group to focus on strong growth 
in recent years.

With its transformation into a joint stock company in 
2004, Biesterfeld AG put its finances on a new footing 
and opened itself up to the money market by issuing 

participation certificates. The sole shareholder Dirk 
Biesterfeld manages the shares in Biesterfeld AG 
through the holding company Biesterfeld Vermögens-
verwaltung GmbH & Co. KG.

“The Biesterfeld family is very interested in keeping the 
business in family hands, and has taken new sharehol-
ders on board in BVV to finance its further growth. That 
secures a sound equity capital basis and at the same 
time makes that growth possible,” Kuck says. “We want 
a to have a clear shareholder structure and at the same 
time to remain a family business. Only organizations 
which are interested in the further growth and develop-
ment of the company come into question as co-share-
holders. With the HANNOVER Finanz Group, the che-
mistry is right.” Kuck is satisfied with the choice of 
financial investor.

Starting in 2014, the HANNOVER Finanz Group has the 
opportunity to convert the silent partnership into a 
minority shareholding in the constantly growing and 
successful Biesterfeld AG. “Our company has always 
earned good profits throughout all the crises. Today, the 
equity ratio is over 30 percent, and Biesterfeld is a 
sought-after partner for many major chemicals manu-
facturers.” The results of the corporate strategy speak 
for themselves. Because Biesterfeld has always looked 
to the future.


