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Gloves go for gold
Functional sports gloves are the core competence of Franz Ziener GmbH & Co. KG Lederhandschuhfabrik. The fam-
ily business, founded in 1946, became the glove supplier to the German national skiing team as early as 1954. Since 
then, professional skiers have assisted in the development of new models. Today, the company ranks as the market 
leader for winter sports gloves in Europe and is one of the largest manufacturers of winter textiles in Germany. 
Franz Ziener is using equity capital to put his plans for corporate succession and further growth into practice.

If you hear the name of Oberammergau, the first thing 
you think of is the passion play. Normal tourists have 
no idea that world champions and gold medallists from 
German skiing regularly meet entrepreneur Franz Zie-
ner at his firm’s premises in this small village at the 
edge of the Alps to develop the latest functionally opti-
mized gloves for the future ski racing seasons. At the 
2013 world championships in Schladming, the Ziener 
logo appeared again and again. Perhaps the company 
and its gloves also played a small part in the results 
with gold and silver medals for the German team.

As early as 1952, at the suggestion of skier Mirl Buch-
ner from Garmisch-Partenkirchen, master glover Franz 
Ziener senior included the first skiing gloves in his 
range and started the growth of the company, which 
had started in 1946 with three employees producing 
high-quality glacé kid gloves. Only two years later, the 
company became the official glove supplier to the 
German national skiing team. Ziener now ranks as the 
market leader for winter sports gloves in Europe and 
is one of the largest manufacturers of winter textiles 
in Germany. The specialist for functional gloves now 
also has cycling gloves and clothing in its range. 
Today, Ziener is a household name for all skiers or 
cyclists who attach importance to functional clothing 
and equipment.

Franz Ziener GmbH & Co. KG Lederhandschuhfabrik 
is still the supplier to numerous top skiing teams, 
including the German national Alpine, Nordic Combi-
nation and Ski Jumping teams, the Nordic division of 
the Austrian Skiing Association and the Norwegian 
Skipool. The collaboration is based on mutual benefit, 
as the athletes support the company in the optimiza-
tion and new development of products. Skiers such as 
Felix Neureuther provided the inspiration for the 
development of gloves in which the palm protector 
and glove proper form a single functional unit.

The brand slogan ‘Made by Pros’ is an indication of the 
cooperation with professional athletes, and is a promise 
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of quality by the firm to all those who want to be opti-
mally equipped for skiing or cycling. Franz Ziener, the 
founder’s grandson, knows what is important to dedi-
cated skiers. He and director Frank Burig, who is 
responsible for sales, logistics and marketing, are them-
selves both enthusiastic sportsmen.

Innovations in material and technology are therefore a 
matter of course in the development of new pro ducts. 
One example of this is the ‘Duo Component System’. That 
technology was developed to equip people with only one 
pair of gloves for various weather situations in the snow 
which would keep their fingers warm at all times. The 
system, covered by a European patent, combines a glove 
and mitten in one, and is available for various models, 
all of which are equipped with a further innovation, the 
watertight ‘Ziener Aquashield Laminate’.

In this way, the company aims to help athletes to 
achieve maximum performance and at the same time 
keep the hands of anyone outside for winter sports 
warm and dry. Professionals and amateurs alike are to 
be able to obtain their equipment at a fair price. When 
required, Ziener also works together with specialists, as 
in the development of a back protector for a jacket. Like 
the development department, the in-house design team 

is located in Oberammergau. Production now takes 
place in eastern Europe and Asia. Ernst Ziener, the son 
of the founder, had already made the first moves in that 
direction in the 1970s. Under the leadership of Franz 
Ziener junior, now 61, the company started manufac-
turing skiing and snowboarding clothing in 1992, 
inspired by Ziener’s experience in the surfing scene. In 
2002, the product range was rounded off with a bike 
collection.

The Oberammergau-based family business also has a 
firm eye on its own future. In May 2011, deliberations 
on corporate succession led the shareholder and man-
aging director to take HANNOVER Finanz on board as 
a minority shareholder and also to issue shares to the 
management. 43 year-old Frank Burig also became a 
minority shareholder and took a seat on the board.

“Having reached my 60th birthday, it was my special 
desire to put the company in a position to face the 
future and provide the employees and customers with 
certainty and security,” Ziener emphasizes. “In the glo-
balized business world it can no longer be assumed that 
children will take over the family firm. With a strong 
equity partner and Frank Burig as a new co-sharehold-
er, we are now well positioned to move forward.”


