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SIMPLON Fahrrad GmbH of Hard, Austria, and the HANNOVER 
Finanz Group of Hanover and Vienna announce cooperation 
agreement 

The cycling market provides interesting opportunities for growth, particularly to specialists 
like SIMPLON, founded by the Hämmerle family in 1961. The Austrian family business 
develops high-quality, customized premium sports bikes in carbon, successfully marketing 
them in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. In 2013, the company produced around 10,000 
bicycles and, with 45 employees, achieved annual sales of just under 18 million euros. As 
part of a sustainable corporate development strategy, SIMPLON intends to adopt a broader 
base and exploit further opportunities for growth on the international cycle market. In the 
form of the HANNOVER Finanz Group, the long-established company has taken a partner on 
board to provide support in its long-term growth. 

The company expects the HANNOVER Finanz Group with its many years of experience to 
provide it with access to further networks. As an expert partner for medium sized businesses, 
the investment company has supported the growth of firms like the sports goods specialist 
RUNNERS POINT, and has held shares in the winter sports clothing and skiing gloves 
manufacturer ZIENER since 2012. In that context, SIMPLON wishes to use not only the 
network of experts which HANNOVER Finanz has built up since 1979 for its own growth 
plans, but also the extensive experience which the equity capital partner has gained in 
working with family businesses over a period of 35 years. 

The family business sees HANNOVER Finanz, which is specialized in the life cycles of 
medium sized enterprises, as the right partner for a long-term strategy of sustainable 
corporate growth. With its evergreen funds of unlimited duration, the investment company 
can also remain involved in the long term – between eight and ten years on average. A further 
advantage identified by the bicycle specialist is that the equity capital partner has an 
established base in Austria through its subsidiary there, and is therefore also familiar with the 
mentality of family businesses in that country. Subject to approval by the cartel authorities, 
the two companies expect the final documents to seal their partnership to be signed at the end 
of the second quarter of 2014. 
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About SIMPLON Fahrrad GmbH 
Bicycle retailer Josef Hämmerle started to build the first SIMPLON bikes together with his sons Kurt and Heinz 
in 1961. At the end of the 1980s, Andreas and Christian Hämmerle joined the firm. At that time, the range was 
extended with a series of mountain bikes. The SIMPLON brand now enjoys an excellent reputation in the 
German-speaking countries. Highly innovative carbon fibre technology and extremely high quality standards 
ensure a special position for SIMPLON on the bicycle market. 



About the HANNOVER Finanz Group 
For over 35 years now, the HANNOVER Finanz Group has been a sought-after equity capital partner for 
medium sized enterprises in all industries. The private equity company, founded in 1979, was one of the first 
providers of venture capital in Germany and is independent of banks or major corporations. The basis of the 
investments, which are planned for the long term, is formed by eight evergreen funds of unlimited duration 
backed by institutional investors. Well-known businesses like Fielmann, Rossmann and AIXTRON AG have 
financed their growth with equity capital from the HANNOVER Finanz Group and made use of its management 
consultancy services. The Group also invests in companies when a change of generation has to be secured, and 
in medium sized spin-offs and carve-outs. The commitments cover a range of sound businesses with annual 
sales of at least 20 million euros in sectors extending from classical manufacturing industry through trade to new 
technologies. The HANNOVER Finanz Group is one of the few private equity houses in Germany to take on 
minority as well as majority shareholdings. 
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