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Press release / New Appointment 
 
 
 

Automotive supplier Koller strengthens management following 
investment by HANNOVER Finanz Group 
 
The Koller-Group, a fast-growing automotive components supplier, is expanding its 
top management to include a new Chief Financial Officer, and is looking for further 
growth in the future-oriented segment of lightweight construction. The HANNOVER 
Finanz Group is the majority shareholder with 75 percent and will accompany the 
Koller-Group as it continues to grow in future. 
 

Hannover/Dietfurt a. d. Altmühl, 12 March 2015. As part of a strategy to finance growth, 

the Koller-Group took private equity company HANNOVER Finanz on board as a majority 

shareholder in December 2014. The equity capital partner took over 75 percent of the 

shares from brothers Max and Thomas Koller, who continue to hold 25 percent.  

 

Director Max Koller comments as follows: “Our aim is to secure the growth of our 

company for the future, and build upon a broad financial and management base. In order 

to do that, we have brought an experienced, financially strong partner into the business. 

HANNOVER Finanz has helped a lot of medium sized enterprises and family firms in 

similar situations, and was willing to support us with a customized investment model 

aimed at ensuring continuity and healthy corporate growth. With Karl Ostler as the new 

CFO, we will strengthen our management in the finance field. For a high-growth company 

like Koller, we need a strong management team for the future, with work at the top spread 

across several shoulders with different professional backgrounds.” Karl Ostler, a graduate 

in business administration, comes from KPMG, with whom he was a director in Munich, 

and will strengthen the Koller Group from May 2015 onwards in the newly created 

director function of finance and controlling. Before joining KPMG, he was a director with 

management consultants FTI Consulting, and before that a member of the board of a  

medium-sized automotive components supplier. 

 

HANNOVER Finanz board member Goetz Hertz-Eichenrode regards further growth of the 

company as certain, and comments on his organization’s involvement as follows: 

“Lightweight solutions will play an ever greater role in the automobile industry of the 

future, and lead to high growth rates. CO2 reduction and electromobility are decisive 

market factors for automotive component suppliers and manufacturers. There, the           

Koller-Group has played a leading role for many years now. The company has also 

identified potential applications for its products and developments in other sectors, such 

as the aviation and furniture industries. In our function as members of the advisory board, 

we will support the company with our know-how in all its future steps.” 

 

And Nico Vitense, the responsible investment manager at HANNOVER Finanz, adds: 

“We were impressed by the brothers’ entrepreneurial achievements. As in other 

investments, we will rely on a continuing cooperation with the company’s founders and 

long-serving directors, whose expertise has led the business to sustainable growth and 
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success.“ 

 

The Koller-Group, based in Dietfurt an der Altmühl, Bavaria, is an automotive component 

supplier founded in 1994 by brothers Max and Thomas Koller. With its 830 employees, 

the company currently achieves annual sales of 63 million euros. Since its foundation, 

Koller has grown constantly and strongly. Driven by the demands for the automobile of 

the future, the medium sized enterprise has developed in the over 20 years of its 

existence from a pure toolmaker to an innovative supplier of  lightweight construction 

solutions. The stringent requirements faced by automobile manufacturers, such as lower 

energy consumption and reductions in emissions, can of course also be fulfilled by 

reducing the weight of the vehicles. With its own research and development facilities, 

Koller provides innovative ideas for the automobile manufacturers, and has become 

accepted as a top-ranking automotive component supplier in its segment. The field of 

lightweight construction now accounts for 65 percent of sales,  complex tool manufacture 

29 percent, and injection moulding around 6 percent. The customer structure is broadly 

based. Together with its headquarters in Oberbürg near Dietfurt an der Altmühl in 

southern Germany, the Koller-Group has a works in Pécs, Hungary, and a further 

production facility Schwaig near Nuremberg. By entering into the partnership with the 

private equity company HANNOVER Finanz, Koller has set the course for further growth. 

A new plant is already being planned. 
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About HANNOVER Finanz 
 
For over 35 years now, the HANNOVER Finanz Group based in Hanover and Vienna has been a sought-after 
equity capital partner for medium sized enterprises in all industries. The private equity company, founded in 1979, 
was one of the first providers of venture capital in Germany and is independent of banks or major corporations. 
The basis of its investments, intended for the long term, is the currently seven evergreen funds with unlimited 
duration and backed by institutional investors. Well-known businesses like Fielmann, Rossmann and AIXTRON 
AG have financed their growth with private equity from HANNOVER Finanz and made use of its management 
consultancy services. The Group also invests in companies when corporate succession has to be secured, and in 
medium sized spin-offs and carve-outs. Its commitments cover sound businesses with annual sales of at least 20 
million euros, in a range extending from old economy industries to commerce and the new technologies. The 
HANNOVER Finanz Group is one of the few private equity houses in the German-speaking countries to take on 
minority as well as majority shareholdings. 
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