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Press Release 
 
 

Robotics company arranges corporate succession with HANNOVER 
Finanz 
 
The family business IPR – Intelligente Peripherien für Roboter GmbH, of Schwaigern, 
southern Germany, is rearranging its shareholder structure with support from the 
private equity company HANNOVER Finanz and planning further growth – In a 
tendering process, the founders favour the investor from Hanover as a result of its 
long-term orientation and experience with medium sized enterprises. 
 
Schwaigern/Hanover, 17 June 2015 –HANNOVER Finanz takes a majority shareholding 
in IPR, with the Doll family retaining a significant stake. The company, founded in 
Schwaigern, Baden-Württemberg, in 1989, has grown continuously and been 
consistently profitable. The leading supplier of high-tech components for the 
periphery of industrial robots achieved sales of around 20 million euros in 2014 with 
its staff of 77. Managing director and shareholder Fredy Doll is to remain at the helm 
of the fast-growing specialist. The company’s founders, Dr. Theo Doll and Petra 
Söhner-Doll, will continue to support the south German technology business from the 
position of shareholders, while concentrating on the operational business of another 
family firm. 
 
IPR – Intelligente Peripherien für Roboter GmbH, manufactures system components for 
robots. The product range extends from standardized modules through an extensive series 
of grippers for robot arms and tool changers, to traversing axes for robots. 
 
By taking the equity capital partner HANNOVER Finanz on board as a majority shareholder, 
the founding family is embarking on a new era for their company. Managing Director Fredy 
Doll comments on that decision as follows: “With this step, we decided to arrange for 
corporate succession in good time and secure the company for the future. We have found 
the right partner in HANNOVER Finanz. Their team has been constantly receptive to our 
concerns, and understands medium sized enterprises like ours. Furthermore, in intensive 
talks with the HANNOVER Finanz team in the first six months of this year, it has become 
clear to us that the chemistry is right.” Goetz Hertz-Eichenrode, Chairman of the 
HANNOVER Finanz Group, confirms that impression, and is also impressed by the strong 
growth of the company: “We can discern a variety of attractive growth opportunities for the 
business in the future. The use of robots in manufacturing industry will continue to increase, 
and it will need new products which IPR can develop. With our network of experts and our 
own team, we are not only able to support the company in the area of finance, but also to 
assist actively in enabling it to grow.” 
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About IPR – Intelligente Peripherien für Roboter GmbH 

IPR – Intelligente Peripherien für Roboter GmbH, founded in Schwaigern, Baden-Württemberg, in 1989, develops 
and manufactures high quality accessories for assembly lines and robots. The Swabian family business has 
always been one step ahead of the rapidly changing demands of this highly specialized market segment, and is 
now regarded as a technology leader especially in the field of grippers. The extensive product range comprises 
alignment devices, pneumatic and hydraulic grippers, tool changers, rotary actuators, collision protection systems, 
force and torque sensors and other accessories. The customers include all major companies and production 
facilities where products are manufactured with the aid of industrial robots. IPR supplies goods and services to 
businesses in the automotive industry, mechanical engineering, aviation and the electrical and electronics 
industries, predominantly in Germany and western Europe. 
 

 
 
Product of the company Intelligente Peripherien für Roboter GmbH: 
DEE Greifer HQ (photographed by IPR GmbH) 
 
About the HANNOVER Finanz Group 

For over 35 years now, the HANNOVER Finanz Group based in Hanover and Vienna has been a sought-after 
equity capital partner for medium sized enterprises in all industries. The private equity company, founded in 1979, 
was one of the first providers of venture capital in Germany and is independent of banks or major corporations. 
The basis of its investments, intended for the long term, is the currently seven evergreen funds with unlimited 
duration and backed by institutional investors. Well-known businesses like Fielmann, Rossmann and AIXTRON 
AG have financed their growth with private equity from HANNOVER Finanz and made use of its management 
consultancy services. The Group also invests in companies when corporate succession has to be secured, and in 
medium sized spin-offs and carve-outs. Its commitments cover sound businesses with annual sales of at least 20 
million euros, in a range extending from old economy industries to commerce and the new technologies. The 
HANNOVER Finanz Group is one of the few private equity houses in the German-speaking countries to take on 
minority as well as majority shareholdings. 

Text: Jantje Salander, Head of Corporate Communications, Email: salander@hannoverfinanz.de, HANNOVER 

Finanz GmbH, Günther-Wagner-Allee 13, D-30177 Hannover, www.hannoverfinanz.de 

 
 
 
 


