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In the beginning was cable protection
Mackprang Holding is now concentrating exclusively on the Schlemmer Group. The developer and manufacturer 
of cable protection systems and connectors for cables is a global supplier to international automotive and indus-
trial groups. Components from the technology business, founded in 1954, can be found in almost all motor 
vehicles and many machines. The investment capital is helping Schlemmer to preserve its independence and 
enabling further growth, acquisitions and the development of new markets.

In early 2010, the Mackprang entrepreneur family 
decided to take a financial investor on board as a co-
shareholder to make their subsidiary Schlemmer more 
independent of bank loans. At that time, there was also 
no successor in the Mackprang family to take over and 
strategically develop the subsidiary. Schlemmer had 
potential which required further investment.  HANNOVER 
Finanz took a patient approach and was prepared to 
engage in long and intensive talks. The understanding 
of family businesses acquired by the Hanover-based 
equity capital partner in many similar cases was also of 
benefit to both parties. After two years of detailed 
negotiations, the investment model, refined down to the 
smallest details, was complete. The  HANNOVER Finanz 
Group took over the majority of shares in the newly 
created Mackprang Holding. The entrepreneur family 
contributed not only the Schlemmer Group, based in 
Poing near Munich, but also the logistics business, 
which were soon to be sold by mutual agreement 
between all those concerned. The original trading com-
pany for grain and agricultural products, founded in 
1878, remained with the family. Then, everything was 
concentrated on the further development of the 
 Schlemmer Group, which was able to take off again as 
an independent medium sized enterprise after years of 
constant growth. The HANNOVER Finanz team had 
identified the technology company as a gem in which 
investment would be well worthwhile.

The Schlemmer Group was founded 60 years ago and 
specialized at an early stage in protective hoses used 
as covers for cable harnesses and wiring bundles in 
motor vehicles. Without that protection, the cables 
would become frayed, and in the worst case a short-
circuit could set the vehicle on fire. No vehicle can do 
without Schlemmer products now. The company is 
continuously expanding its product range and devel-
oping system components for storage and channelling 
of substances like air, water and petrol, and special 
electronic components for commercial vehicles. The 
customer base is constantly growing. Not only the 
automotive industry uses Schlemmer products. Cables 
also have to be protected in mechanical engineering, 
and in the construction of railways and buildings. 
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Finally, Schlemmer also supplies components for the 
electrical industry and produces special plugs and 
connectors. Today, the industrial sector accounts for 
around a quarter of the business, with three quarters 
attributable to the automotive sector. At an early 
stage, the technology company followed the wave of 
internationalization among its customers. In the auto-
motive industry it is important to have the suppliers 
close to the international manufacturing locations. 
The Schlemmer Group is now locally available as a 
global partner to its customers on almost every conti-
nent. One thing is clear to Schlemmer boss Josef Min-
ster: “There is still further potential, above all in the 
fields of mechatronics and connection technology.” The 
future is in intelligent products in which probes and 
sensors can be integrated, he adds.

As far as the expansion of the business by acquisitions 
is concerned, Schlemmer was able to take over 100 
percent of the shares in Karl Maier GmbH & Co. KG in 
August 2013, extending its product range in injection 
moulded and precision turned parts. “It is important 
to us to respond to the individual needs of our clients 
and supply tailor-made products,” says Josef Minster. 
The Maier company, founded in 1925, is regarded as a 
specialist in precision turned metal parts, and has over 
40 years of experience in the injection moulding of 
customized parts in plastic. “In this way, we are 
expanding our network in the interests of our custom-
ers,” Minster says. The global market leader in the 

cable protection segment intends to play a leading role 
with other product groups in future, and plans to 
achieve a sales level of 400 million euros by 2020. 
Together with expansion of the business by partner-
ships with other companies, the Schlemmer Group 
aims to draw above all on the innovative power of the 
development specialists. The boss clearly knows that 
the team is especially important to Schlemmer, and 
that he can only make the vision for 2020 a reality 
with the support of his staff. And in that respect the 
company has preserved the heart of a family business, 
even if there is no longer an owner bearing the 
 Schlemmer name. It is all the more important to Min-
ster that the new co-shareholder should share the 
enterprise’s philosophy.

“We view the HANNOVER Finanz Group as a partner 
who is not only pressing ahead with the strategic devel-
opment of the business together with our management, 
but is also one hundred percent behind our corporate 
philosophy,” as Minster sums it up. He himself has in 
the meantime contributed capital to the business and 
holds a two percent share in Mackprang Holding. “Our 
new co-shareholder has significantly assisted us in 
being able to acquire the holding in the Maier company 
and pursue further growth. Just in time for the sixtieth 
anniversary of the company founded in 1954, we are 
also once again an independent medium sized enter-
prise. We are confident in pursuing our vision for 2020 
with such an equity capital partner behind us.”


